. * 


—. * ages 
s * 


— 


A 8 * 
_— ˙ . -w 


* E T ＋ E. R 


PET FROM A 


Centleman in the N orth, 


* INIST E R, who has not intimated the Ack 


bringing to Juſtice the inn, of Caf 
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NEC rAuEN CONSUMEBATUR, 


Motto of the Cb. of Scot, 8 


2 choſe learn it fog St, Paul, who will not bear is from arbertg 
that RIGHTS and PRIVILEGES, LIBER ITI and PR O- 


PERTY, and the like, are not Words fitted only to raiſe ib 


Spirits of the People, and to foment Diſturbances. in Society, 


—— 


but that they are Things worth contending for. 
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Reverend Sr, 


> Herewith return you the Letter 


\ 


et returo, you, the Tithe 
N and Queries, which I promiſed to 
DES 


1 ſend the Reverend -, one of 
your Brethren, whoſe Conduct, 
7 you ſaid, you was not quite pleas d 
with, becauſe they intimated ſo 
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| much of the late Act of Parlias 


ter, when I put the Pamphlets into his Hand, and 


begg'd the Favour of him to peruſe them, and give 
me his Opinion of them; I only told him further, 


that I had a certain Reaſon for asking this Favour, 


that concern'd his own and the Conduct of others 
of his Brethren, with reſpe& to the Act, Sc. and 


which I might poſſibly communicate to him after- 


wards. A'3: He 


, 


- He ſmiled and ſaid, twas perhaps no very hard 
Matter to gueſs the Reaſon; but thought himſelf 
obliged, with the greateſt Chearfulneſs, to grant 
ſuch a ſmall Favour, without asking Queſtions, --=- I 
began however to be in ſome ſmall Pain, when I 
heard nothing from him for a Week after; which 
made me reſolve to ſee him at his own Houſe ; 

3 where, after common Compliments, we enter'd u- 
| pon the Subject of the Pamphlets, which, he ſaid, 

| ke had gone over with ſome Attention, and drawn 
up ſo much of à Letter, which he thought to have 
| fin ſhed that Afternoon, and ſent me next Day; but 
ſince I had come to his Houſe, he judged it ſafeſt 
6 not to give a Letter out of his Hand, on ſo nice a 

Subject; but rather give his Opinion of the Pam- 

Phlets after Supper, which, (added he) I ſhall do 
9 with that Openneſs, Sincerity and Confidence, which 

has ever been the mutual Endearment, and ſure 

Band of our Friendſhip, ------ This Converſation 

laſted ſome Hours, and I have imparted ſo much of 

it to you, as I can remember, hoping it may con- 

duce to your Satisfaction, and in ſome. Degree, re- 1 
move theſe Prejudices you may have conceived, at 

any of your Brethren, which, I think are very cauſe- 
leſs, as the Caſe is here ſtated: I hope, I nyc d not 
put one of your good Senſe in mind, that I write 
merely from my Memory, and therefore whatever 
you may think leſs exact, placed in too ſtrong a. 


Light, or has the leaſt Appearance of Diſre pect to 
any, &c, in this Narrative, is ſolely imputable to 
me. For I here aſſure you, your Beg per Apoke 
with 4 Caution, Modeſty and Exactneſs, and eſpe- 
cially a Regard to the Legiſlature, that I was won 
derſully pleaſed. with; *rwas a Pity you did not; 
hear it all from himſelf, his Subject ſuffers on that, 
Account, but I'll venture to give it as I am able. 
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c Tho? 1 am altogether, ſaid he, of Opinion, 
© (Letter p. 4) that Miniſters are not to imagine 
“ themſelves, nor is any body elſe to imagine them 
* proper Heralds; at leaſt it is not in the Power 
« of Imagination to make them ſo: Yet I cannot 
© ſo.cafily admit, without à Diſtin&ion, that, the 
© TASEK ENJOINED is directly extrinſecal and fo- 
© reign to their Profeſſion. ** When the ſame 
Task is ENJOIN'D.a conſiderable Number, tis 
| ſcarce ſuppolable, they ſhould all chance to be of 
equal Streagth and Ability, to perform it in a given 
Time; and if one or more of them, feel the T ASR 
as ENJOIN'D, quite diſproportionate to their Abili- 
ty, a merciful Superior is better pleaſed to find a 
chearful Obedience paid, as far as the Servant is real- 
ly, or reaſonably. able, tho' the whole ſhou'd, not be 
erform'd in the. preciſe Terms of the Command, 
than to ſee the whole, Work done, but the miſera- 
ble Doer, either juſt expiring, hy.reaſon of his ha- 


ving:overpower d Nature, to accompliſn all his Stint, 
out of dread of incurring a threatned Penalty; or 
tugging at it with a grumbling and reluctant Mind, 

becauſe, of the notorious Force and Violence he 

Wy offer to his natural Strength: Either Caſeſhows 
2 Diffidence in the Wiſdom and Clemeney of the 
Superior, that muſt provoke Reſentment; while 
doing chearfully What one is able, and leaving the 
reſt. to that Clemency and Indulgence, of which, 
the former two ſuppoſe him entirely void, muſt na- 
turally incline to Geatleneſs and Forbearance: Let, 
it would be uncommon Indulgence, on the other 
ſide, to admit the Excuſe, becauſe the whole Task 
taken together, was really diſproportion'd to my 
Strength, therefore I thought my ſelf at Liberty, 
even to fit down, without doing any thing at all, or 
ſo much of the Task as was in my Power to have 
accompliſh'd. - Yow'll ſee in the ſequel, the Uſe 


* 1 


I make of this general Hint. You 


| Cay - 
You know, Sir, the laſt Week of July was the 
ſooneſt that any Copies of the Act, Oc. were ſent 
us by the Sheriff, and the Act was enjoin'd to be 
read the firſt Sabbath of Auguſt thereafter ; the 
Unuſualneſs of the Appointment, the Severity of 
the Penalty, in caſe of negleQing it, the Time, and 
Place, and Frequency of Publication, made Impreſ- 
ſion upon all; and ſome were exceedingly difficulted 
about ſome other Parts of the Act itſelf. 'To me it 
was always a Principle moſt ſacred, and ſtill is, That 
all Subjects, without Diſftinftion, are obliged to go as 
far with the Legiſlature, as they can with a ſafe Con- 
ſtience ; and I ſoon came to a Reſolution; to yield 
my ſelf wholly to the Influence of this Prineiple, in 
the preſcnt Caſe; and thereupon apply'd my ſelf, 
with all the Attention I could command, to conſi- 
der the whole Act as it ſtood; neither can I deny, 
but T' found ſome things in ir, not altogether ſuch 
as I cou'd have wif'd, (Letter p. 16.) and which 
fill'd my Mind with Doubts, fuch as I was neither 
able to diſintangle my ſelf from, nor be reſolved in 
by others, to whom J propofed them; at leaſt, in 
all the fpare Time, I could afford from the ordinary 
Duties of my Function, and other neceſſary Avoca- 
tions, betwixt my receiving the Act, and the en- 
join d Time of Publication: Yet it was to me moſt 
obvious, that the general Intention of the Act great- 
ly conduced to the Good of Society, and maintai- 
ning the juſt Rights of legal Government: Hence 
I was led to conceive of the Tasx ENTOIN' D, (I 
ſhall retain this Epithet of the Letter, leſt I ſhoult 
do Harm to his Argument) as conſiſting of two 
(to me at leaſt) very diſtinct Parts; and I ſhall free- 
ly communicate to you what my Thoughts were,, 
de bot,” on rn DH ot Tet 
One Part of it appear'd in this Light. ----- The 
Britiſh Parliament have enjoin'd the * 


CEE 
the Church of Scotland, to intimate to their Hea- 
vers; that Mobs are ſubverhve of legal Govern- 
ment, and -Rioters ought to be puniſh'd with the 
| higheſt Rigour, and Severity of Law; and have e- 
nacted, the Proſęcution of all thoſe, who ſhall be le- 
gally convicted of the Murder of Captain Fobn 
Porteoug, with the Pains of Death, and Confiſcation 
of Moyeables; and that, the like Penalty be infli- 
cted upon every Perſop, who ſhall knowingly con- 
ceal, aid, abett, or ſuccour ſuch as ſhall be fugitate, 
in due Courſe of Law, on that account. All that 
Part of the Act, which enacts as above, I think, a- 
ny Miniſter of the Church of Scotland may publiſh 
trom his Pulpit, without commencing, or imagining 
himſelf a Herald; nor does it at all ſeem directly 
extrinſecal and foreign to any Subject, whatever his 
Profeſſion be, to inform his Fellow- Subjects of all 
this, on any Day, from any Place, or to any Per- 
ſons, where, and among whom his Station of Life 
obliges him to officiate, Can it be ſuppoſed, be- 
neath the Dignity, or Sacredneſs of any Character 
to do all in ones Power, to promote the Peace and 
Security of legal Government; and do an Act of 
Juſtice and Compaſſion to his. Fellow- creatures? 
Sure, every Man may, and ought to promote theſe 
good Ends, and abound in theſe morally good Ac- 
tions, to his utmoſt Ability, without the Authority 
ol the Parliament af Great-Britain enjoining it; and 

is it not equally hard to ſuppoſe, that, when this is 
interpoſed, any other Obligation ſhoy'd thereby be 
render'd void and of no Force? While, the Truth 
is, it leaves all other Ties of Duty entire, and is it- 
(elf an additional one r. 8 


9 — = + 


"If this be the true State of one Part of the Tasx 


I Vid, Letter p. 5. Marg, Note ( 
e fs: © ENJOINED, 
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ENJOINED; as I hope to make it evident it is, then 
that Part (tor I reſtrict my ſelf to ſo much of the 
Act, as is above mention'd of it will carry no In- 
conſiſtence with, but go upon the Suppoſition (Let- 
ter p. 6, 7.) that Miniſters are to look into Papers 
they publiſh from their Pulpits on the Lord's Day, 
and be ſatisfied in their own Minds, that they read 
nothing at ſuch a 'Time, and from ſuch a Place, but 
what is right, and conſiſtent with the Good of, and 
no ways 1njurious to Mankind ; nor ought they to 


be the Medium of communicating the Knowledge 


of Wrong ; as far will it be from coming within 
Sight of King James's Declar:tion in 1688, which 
ſome thouſands of the Engliſh Clergy gloriouſly, 


and to their immortal Honour, refuſed to read; nor 


will it interfere, in the leaſt, with the tendereſt Re- 
gard to the Law of God, the eternal Rule of all 
Righteouſneſs, which commands to abſtain from 
all Appearance of Evil, no doubt, from the Appea- 
rance of being the Medium of communicating the 
Knowledge of Wrong, a very great Evil; as well 


as from all Appearance of obſtinate Contempt of 


lawful Authority, no ſmall Evil either; every thing 
in Chriſtianity, Love to Mankind (Letter ibid.) 


Equally forbids both. 


Before I go farther, T muſt beg you'll take the 
Trouble to turn to a Paragraph of the Letter (p. 


10.) © We look upon the Murder of Captain 
© Porteous, with Abhorrence; to ſearch out, and. 


* puniſh the Actors, is moft reaſonable, and it is 
© Arrogance, to preſcribe what Methods a Go- 
« vernment may take for its Security, or how far 
they muſt go, for their own, and the common 
Safety and Well. If all this be true, Then, 
a Miniſter is not the Medium of communicating 


the Knowledge of Wrong, when he fays from the 
Pulpit, that Mobs are ſubyerſive of legal Govern- 


ment 


ment; for, we are to look upon Mobs with Ab- 
& borrence, (Letter p. 1.) and upon Captain Por- 
ce geous Murder with Abhorrence (p. 10.).” As 
little is he the Medium of communicating the Know- 
ledge of Wrong, when he tells his People, that the 
Parliament have enacted, that the Rioters be pro- 
ſecuted with the higheſt Penalties, viz. Death, and 
Confiſcation of Moveables, for'** the puniſhing the 
«© Rioters is moſt reaſonable (ibid.). And what 
- Puniſhment can be thought ſevere enough for Sub- 
verters of legal Government? They are to be look'd 
on and treated with Abhorrence: No more is a 
Miniſter the Medium, Sc. when he intimates fur- 
ther, that the Parliament have threatned Death and 
Confiſcation of Moveables, to all who ſhall be le- 
ally convicted of concealing, aiding, abetting, or 
uccouring thoſe, who in due courſe of Law, ſhall 
be declared fugitive, on account of Porteous* Murs 
der. *Tis fact the Parliament have done ſo, and 
tis Arrogance to ſay that in doing this, they have 
done Wrong, or any thing injurious to Mankind; to 
ſay ſo, would be to preſcribe what Methods the 
Government may take, or how far they muſt 
o for their own and the common Safety and 
Well (ibid.) 1 
I apprehend all the Difficulty lies in the laſt men- 
tioned Penalty: The Letter and Queries indeed 
ſeem to ſtate an unſurmountable Difficulty on both 
ſides of the Queſtion, viz. Whether a Minifter ſhall 
be the Medium of communicating the Knowledge 
of Wrong (as they ſuppoſe the Penalty wrong, in 
being too rigorous) by intimating it? Or whether 
he ſhall be arrogant, and preſcribe to the Govern- 
ment, in not intimating it? And I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve on their State of the Queſtion, that great Al- 
lowance is to be made for a Miniſter, if he is ſway'd 
to the Intimation, rather than the other Side, i. e. 
Kt 'B takes 


C10 
takes the Opinion of the Wiſdom of the Nation - 
in the preſent Caſe, as wiſer and better than that 
of any private Man, his own, the Queriſt's, or Let- 
A e | 
Still it cannot be denied, but a Miniſter who has 
attended to the poſſible Conſequences of this Pe- 
nalty +, might have felt a ſtrong Pinch, and wiſh'd, 
there had been no ſuch Penalty in an Act, he was 
to read from his Pulpit: Cand I charitably believe, 
Tuch as have attended to this, have been determin'd 
to intimate it, or forbear, as has beſt ſuited the 
Peace of their own Minds) Yet tis hard to ſay 
that there was not enough to determine one the 
moſt rigidly attach'd' to Presbyterian and Revo- 
lution Principles, rather to intimate even that Pe- 
nalty, than forbear: And for your Satisfaction, I 
mall endeavour fairly to ſtate the Queſtion on both 
Sides. Suppoſe (Letter p. 10, 11.) this Penalty 
looks ſomething Ike the Intercommunings of the 
late unhappy Times, the very Remembrance of 
which is horrid to every free Subject; nay further, 
to give the Argument all the Weight it poſſibly 
can have, add to this, that a Miniſter was of Opi- 
nion himſelf, that, if ſome of the Caſes ſuppoſed. 
(Queries p. 5.) ſhould chance to be his own 
Cale, he would chooſe rather to throw him- 
felf upon the Mercy of the Legiſlature, and 
take patiently whatever Puniſhment they would 
inflict upon him, than violate the ſacred Ties of 
Gratitude, Friendſhip, Nature or Blood ; and if a 
Father (for inſtance) or Son, a Benefactor, or in- 
timate Friend of his, who had been unhappily train'd 
in to take part in the Jate Riot at Edinburgh, ſhould 
flee to his Roof for Sanctuary, he would run any 


I Vid. Queries p. 4, 5. Letter ——A 255 42 
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C23 
xiſque in concealing and ſuccouring fuch a one, tilt 
an Opportunity offer'd for his getting beyond Seas; 
or an Indemnity might poſſibly come cut, rather 
than treſpaſs againſt the natural Obligations above: 
mention'd, by giving him up to the Pains . of 
Death, Se. Suppoſing all this, yet ought he to for- 
bear to intimate this Penalty to others? I think not. 
For tis to be weigh d on the other Hand, not on- 
ly how far Regard is to be had to the Authority of, 
the Legiſlature, * who moſt reaſonably ought to, 
cc ſearch out Rioters, and the Arrogance of preſeri- 
6 bing Methods to them; but likewiſe tis to be 
weigh'd, how far he is obliged, whatever his own 
private Judgment be, to lay the Appointment of 
the Legilature fairly before others, if he is com- 
manded ſo to do, and not to conceal the Danger 
they are expoſed to: And if he does conceal it, 
how far he is to blames in thereby precluding o- 
thers, as much concerned in the Law: made, as he 
| himſelf is, from weighing the Conſequences on both 
Sides, and acting like reaſonable Creatures, with 
free Choice, if any of the above ſuppoſable Caſcs 
ſhou'd happen to be their own: Or is he to leave 
them in the dark, to be unawares and ignorantly 
{nared, for meer Want of Advertifement, till they 
become liable in Law, and are led out to. Priſon, 
and from that to Execution, with the painful 
Thought, more bitter than their own Share in the 
Penalty, that their guiltleſs Children are to be diſin- 
herited, and left behind, deſtitute of the very Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life? Is a Miniſter ſ ure, that every one, 
upon hearing and weighing the Conſequences of 
that Penalty, in all ſuppoſable Caſes, will have the 
very ſame Scnſe of the thing with himſelf, and will 
act in the very ſame Manner, that he would think 
himſelf obliged to? Might not another Man ſce it 
in a quite different Point of Light, and would _ 
B 2 this 
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this have a quite different Influence upon his Con 


duct? And have not all Mankind (Queries p. 1.) 


& Freedom of thinking for themſelves? Is it not 
& a Privilege which every Man exerciſes within his 
e own Breaſt, which no Power can controul, nor 
Violence deſtroy? ** Or ſhall all in the Congre- 
gation be obliged to follow the Miniſter, in the 
dark, without being allow'd to know ſo much as 
what the Will of the Legiſlature is? Add to all 
this, that if it ſhould fall ont, that any one of this 
Miniſter's Congregation ſhonld be an unhappy Suf- 
ferer, without having ever heard of the Penalty, till 
he was actually ſeiz d, yet upon hearing of ſuch a 
Law, ſhould be of a different Opinion'from that his 


Miniſter is here ſuppoſed to be of, how juſtly 


might this poor Man complain of the Cruelty and 
Iniquity he had met with, in having been kept ig- 


norant of it? But then who is to blame for Want 
of Juſtice and Compaſſion in this Caſe? Not the 
Legiſlature, who have taken a moſt ſingular Me- 


rhod for effectually publiſhing this Penalty, that 
none may pretend Ignorance. Who then is charge- 


able with the terrible Effects of the Penalty upon 


the Man and his Family? Or what dark Reflexions 


muſt haunt the. Miniſters Mind, who had it in his 


Power to have prevented all, by making the Inti- 
mation, to which he was obliged by the Authority 
of the Parliament of Great-Britain? Or how would 
he be able, in this ſuppoſable Caſe, to account tar 


ſiuch Neglect, to God, the Legiſlature, himſelf, the 


World, or his ſuffering Pariſhioner? When the Caſe 


is fairly ſtated on both Sides, you'll eafily perceive, 


that *tis hard to condemn a Minifter for having 


Publiſhed this Part of the Act. | 


To all this, I know, tis alleged (Letter p. 28, 


29.) © that ſome apprehend, no ſuch fatal Con- 
_ © {quences may attend a Miniſter's Silence. 1 
* 


2 I 
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5 hope 


hope and pray God, none ſuch may attend it; but 
if others apprehend, that ſome ſuch fatal Conſe- 
quences may attend their Silence, is not this Ap= 
prehenſion as well grounded as that? Nor does it 
mend the Matter to ſay, That other Acts of Par- 
<« liament, enacting ſeveral Penalties, and relating 
© to every Individual, yet have never been'order'd 
* to be publiſhed in this Manner, Sc. But does 
not the Letter-writer himſelf deftroy this Part of 
the Text, by his own Commentary (p. 29. Marg. 
Note (a)) where he propoſes the Queſtion, Are 
the Clergy to judge whether the Act be ſufficiently 
publiſhed otherwiſe, and ſo obey,'or not? This, he 
Jays, he condemns. '' Nor is it of any Weight, to 
talk of “ the Noiſe the Act has made, Sc. for 
what Noiſe ſoever the Act has made about Edin- 
burgb, how well ſoever the Penalties are known in 
other Places, or however well verſed every Indivi- 
dual may be in its Contents in the South; yet it is 
| certain, in the North not one of fifty in moſt Con» 
gregations know one Word of their own Danger; 
and as little about the Act, except only, that there 
was an Act of Parliament, about the hanging of 
Porteous, which their Miniſters are requir'd to read, 
and about the reading whereof, many of the Cler- 
gy had great Scruples, and were all put in a ſtrange 
Stir. As to what is ſaid, whether the Parlia- 
7 ment, in their Wiſdom, will ſupply the Clergy's 
< Defect next Seſſion, by cauſing the Act to be 
“ read at the Church Doors, Sc. all theſe things 
are Secrets in the Breaſts of the Members of Par- 
lament, which they may ordain or forbear to ap- 
point, and no Man can tell, whether they will do 
the one or the other. And tho? it is alleged far- 
ther, That the People are in no Danger, at leaſt, 
c“ for near this Twelvemonth to come, yet tis a 
good Mean to prevent Danger, to be timeouſly 
8 War- 


5 (14 ). 

warned and appriſed of its coming: And the greas 

ter Riſque Men have to run, the greater need there 
is to put them early on their Guard, that they may 
have their Thoughts about them, and be ripely ad- 
viſed, to which Side to take themſelves, whether 
% fo nn feos and,” 
I ſhall now as freely tell you, in what Light the 
other Part of the LASK ENIJOIN ED appeared: to 
me. - How far the Penalties, with reſpect to 
 Non-complying Clergymen, are purely ecclefiaſti- 
cal, eſpecially that threatned for the firſt Offence, 
| and as ſuch, can in Law be inflicted by the civil 
 Magittrate, or does belong rather. to the eceſeſia- 
ſtick: Juriſdiction of the Church of Scotland, as by 
Law eftabliſh'd (Queries p. 6.) ? Or ſince this Pe- 
nalty is a meer Compulſatory, relating ſolely to the 
Clergy, how far the People are at all concerned to 
know, or have it read to them, when the reading 
of it is ſure to enrage them at their Miniſters, if not 
to produce worſe Effects? And whether this Con- 
ſideration can excuſe the not reading this Part of 
the Act, upon the footing of Lawfulneſs or Expe- 
diency f? How far the Clauſes relating to Infor- 
mers, who may notwithſtanding be admitted Wir- 
neſſes, and the Premiums to encourage ſuch Infor- 
2 * 2 ä : | LY 22 5 : | by — 2 —— on | 2 — 
_ + Vid. Lawfulneſs and Neceſſity of reading, &c. Edit. E- 
din. upon this Penalty, who ſeems to give up with reading of 
this Penalty, 1 thall only add here, that one's at a loſs to con- 
ceive for what Reaſon, little and filly Inſinuations are throwg 
into Pamphlets, as if the Government and the Diſſenters were 
inſtantly to look on the Clergy of Scatland as Facobites, in caſe 
of not reading all, or reading a Part, and not giving full Obe- 
dience to Parliamentary Autherity. I know nd ſęrvice this does 
to an Argument, or how reſpectſul ir is to the Government or 
the Diſſenters, but I am ſure, the Scotch Facobites will not fo 


eaſily give us Credit, till they get more certain Signs of out 
Converſion, than reading or not reading the AF of Parliament 


for bringing io Juſtice the Murderers of Captain John Porteous. 


— 
- 


mers, 


* 


E 
mers, be right or wrong, in the preſent circumſtan- 
tiated Caſe, and can be reconciled with the Laws 
upon which our civil Conſtitution is founded (Que- 

ries p. 2) f? How well it ſuits a Pulpit, the Lord's 
Day, or a Proteſtant Miniſter, to become a Houn- 
der out of Informers; or if a Regard to Mercy and 
Humanity ought to ſway Men of our Order, rather 
to leave theſe Parts of the Law to the Fate of the 
ordinary Methods of Publication? How far, I ſay, 
theſe or any other Queſtions, relating to any Part 
of the Act, (excepting that Part of it already men- 
tion'd) may perplex and intangle the Mind of a 
wg of the Church of Scotland with certain 
Dou, even to that Degree, as quite diſables him, 
when in ſuch a State of Suſpenſe, (Letter p. 10.) 
from yielding a chearful Obedience according to 
the higheſt and moſt ſacred Authority, Rom. xiv. 

22, 23. I do” not take upon me to determine for 
others, but I freely own theſe Queſtions I am not 
able to anſwer, I wiſh I was, but I cannot as yet, I 

Have been already at ſome pains, and am reſolved 
to be at more, by reading 4, thinking, and propo- 
ſing them to others, wiſer and better known in theſe 
Matters than I can pretend to, to find a ſatisfying 

Reſolution of them; and if by any Means I chance 
to be ſo lucky as fall on it, within this Twelvemontb, 
none ſhall be more ready than I, to publiſh thoſe 
Parts of the Law alſo, without imagining my ſelf a 
proper Herald, or reſenting it againſt any Man, who 
ſhall imagine ſo, further than to chink him very fan- 
ciful ; but as yet I find want of Ability to accom- 
pliſn chat Part of the TASK z8nJoiNED, and muſt 
leave the reſt to the Providence of God, the Wiſ- 


| f Vid. The other Queries propoſed, p. 7. . : 
+ Vid. The anonymous Wiite call'd, The Edinburgh Letter. 
The Lawfulneſs and Neceſſity of reading the Act, Ce. 4 . 


wrong Principle, and had not enough adve 
what the Letter ſays of it (p. 31.) 


.C I 


dom and Clemency of the Legiſlature, and the al. 
ſured Teſtimony of my own Mind, that it is not ob- 


| Kinate Contempt of lawful Authority, that hinders 


me from coming full up to the preciſe Terms of 
the Command of my Superiors; I have always en- 
tertain'd the higheſt Regard for a Britiſh Parliament: 
And for my Stipend and Family, I muſt N 


Here I took the Freedom to interrupt him, and 


told him, that what he ſaid ſeem'd obviouſly con- 


ſequential from the Principle, he laid down at firſt, 
viz. That all Subjects ought to go as far with the Le- 
giſlature, as they can with a ſafe Conſcience ; yet I was 
afraid, he might be going all the while upon a 
d to 


To which he readily reply'd, Sir, I do not at all 
ſee how it 1s poſſible to diſprove and condemn 


the Goodneſs and Truth of this Principle, while 


Men have common. Senfe, and the Bible in their 
Hands. For my Part, I ever thought it a Princi- 
ple not only founded in the Reaſon of Mankind; a 
Principle ſo neceſſary, good and true, that without 
it no Society could ever have been enter'd into at 
firſt, or when enter'd into, can any Sort of Society 
at all ſubſiſt without the moſt ſacred Regard to it; 
nay, further I think it a Principle as clearly reveal'd 
and authoriſed, and the Practice of it as ſtrictly 

commanded and enjoin'd in the Goſpel Revelation, 


as any other can be, or really is in the whole New 


Teſtament: It was my firm Perſuaſion of all this 
that made me yield myſelf wholly to be conducted 
by it in the preſent Caſe ; and I am abſolutely cer- 
tain, that in as far as my Conduct is warranted by, 
and under the Influence of this Principle, in ſo far 
it was impoſſible for me to practiſe Eraſtiani/m, or 
any other formidable — n: Which, in other 
Words, is to ſay, That a Practice warranted, and 

:. 8 ſolely 
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ſolely influenced by a plain Command and Law of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, can never interfere with his 
Being the Head of the Church, and ſupreme Law- 


giver and Judge of all, in that ſenſe, and in that La- 
titude which the Revelation, of which he is the Au- 


thor, does claim and aſſert; and for any other ſen- 


ſes or claims, that are the mere Fancies and Inven- 
tions of men, I profeſs, for my part, to have nothing 


to do with them. But as to what the Letter alle- 


ges againſt being influenced by this Principle in the 

reſent Caſe, I readily own, that an Obedience thus 
limited falls ſhort of full Obedience. to the Law, 
Which enjoins the whole and not a Part of the Ack 
to be read ; yet I cannever admit the Conſequence, 
(#bid.) That ſuch a Practice ſhows no more Re- 


gard to the Law-giver, than abſolute Silence of the 


whole, or that he who offends in one Point, the 
ſmalleſt Iota, is guilty of all; (p. 30.) nor can any 
Man ſee the Force of this Conſequence, while there 
is and ever will be a moſt manifeſt Difference be- 
tween Something and Nothing, and while it may 
be a Queſtion without juſt Offence to any Authori- 
ty that is not divine and infallible, whether Laws 


givers that are Men, i. e. fallible, (Letter p. 10.) 
may not be ſuppoſed to frame a Law, conſiſting of 


ſeveral Enactments, whereof this, and that, and the 


other, and a fourth Enactment, may be apparently 
Tight and conducive to the Peace and Security of 


Society, and yet ſome other 1979's in that ſame very 


Law may, at leaſt, not ſo apparently and forcibly 
convince the Mind and influence the Practice, but 

leave one doubtful, and in Suſpenſe. And tho? 

I ſhall be the laſt Man to entertain the leaft wn pl 
4 


cCion, but the Man who is abſolutely ſilent, (ib. 


acts fairly and honeſtly, yet it is hard hot to admit 
likewiſe that partial Silence ſhows in the ſame fair 
and honeſt Light, that feeing he cannot obey the 


G 
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Man, or, if you plea 
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whole, he equally accepts of the Alternative, and 


ſubmits to the Puniſhment, rather than wound the 
Peace of his own Mind, as in the Caſe of him who 
refuſes the whole. And it is one of the ungen- 


teeleſt things in the whole Pamphlet, to infi- 


nuate (ibid. ) that he who reads a Part would be 


thought a good Subject, in any other Senſe but that 
only wherein he or any Man elſe is or can be a 
'good Subject, that is, with a ſafe Conſcience ; and 
I think this, if any thing can be, is acting full up to 


the Apoſtle's Rule, Rom. iv. 22, 23. And there- 


fore ſuch fair Dealing, on no Account whatſoever, 


can juſtly deſerve the Name of Flattery to any Mor- 


tal, nor the harder ones ibid.) —— And tho' 
I was in a ſtrait for an Argument to ſupport all this, 


the Letter itſelf will help me to it, becauſe Cibid.) 


his neglecting to read one Part of the Law appriſes 
the People, (I will not ſay with him, that they i. e. 
his Governors, have enacted ſomething wrong and 
unequal, no, but I may take his own Words, (p. 
10) and ſay, that indeed it appriſes the People and 
every body that hears of it) that there is ſomething 
in the- Law not what he could juſb wiſh, certain 


Doubts, ſome how or other, cloud his Underſtan- 
ding and perplex his Mind, that he cannot. yield a 


cheartul Obedience, according to the Apoſtle's 
Rule. Thus like a 2 Subject and an honeſt 
e, like a rigid Presbyterian, 
and ſtaunch Revolutioner, he goes as far with the 
Legiſlature as he can with a ſafe Conſcience, he 
reads a Part of the Act, and thereby manifeſts, not 
only his Obedience to lawful Authority, his Regard. 
to the Peace and Security of legal Government and 
Safety of the People, whoſe Miniſter he is, but 
likewiſe ſhows how willing he is to read the whole, 
and yield full Obedience, could he ſee the Conſi- 
ſtence of reading the Part he omite, with the Teſti- 
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mony of a good Conſcience, and Preſervation of 


his Rights and Privileges, as a Subject of Great- - 
Britain, and a Minifter of the Church of Scotland, 
as by Law eſtabliſhed. And now I hope I may 
| borrow a great deal from the Letter, and apply it 
with equal Juſtice to the Caſe of him who intimates 
a Part of the Act, as he does to the Caſe of him 
who omits the whole. © Pity ! that ſuch a Man 
© ſhould incur the Penalty.” And may not ſuch 
an one lay himſelf at the Feet of the Legiſlature, 
With an equal Confidence in their Clemency? May 
he not 1 for Safety on the ſame Grounds, and 
uſe a like, if not a better Plea, than the Letter- 
writer puts in the Mouth of him who neglects the 
Whole (p. 25, 26.) „ *Tis true we are Offenders 
<< 1n part, but not wilful and obſtinate Offenders— 
* Not in Contempt of the Law, ---- not for want 
«© of Zeal to the preſent Adminiſtration, --=-= we 
© are ſorry we cannot come up to every ta, === 
© not the greateſt Hardſhip, ---- nothing but the 
Dictates, poſſibly indeed of an erring Mind, 
could ſuſpend our entire and full Obedience, - 
& for no other Reaſon would we refuſe to read e- 
« very Jota, the ſmalleſt Point of the Law. Can 
© the Pity and Compaſſion of the Legiſlature find 
more proper Objects? — Where can we find 
% any. greater earthly Security than the Mercy and 
* Goodneſs of our gracious.King and Parliament? 
Many Miniſters of this Church experienced the 
Mercy and Clemency of His Majeſty's Royal 
© Fatber, of immortal Memory, in overlooking 
Tranſgreſſions of a more ſuſpicious Nature; and 
* our preſent King, (whom God long preſerve for 
* lating Bleſſing,) continues the fame Goodnefs 
to them and many others But are we wil- 
ling to give every other Proof of our Loyalty 2 
Have we manifeſted 296 Readineſs to. obey 1 
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all ot her things, and in the preſent Caſe too, as far 
as we could find competent to our Character and 
Uſefulneſs, and may not we hope to obtain For- 
* giveneſs ? We are afraid - But then, Sir, 
ſaid I, interrupting him again, forgive me to tell 
you that I think the greateſt Difficulty yet remains. 
What do you think of the Boccardo he entangles 
you partial Readers in? (Letter, p. 32) excuſe my 
Freedom, - perhaps I'm too troubleſome ; === 
but J ſhall not inſiſt, if it be in the leaſt diſobliging. 
I allow you, reply*d he, all Freedom to inſiſt u- 
pon any thing in the Letter, and with reſpect to 
what you are pleaſed to call a Boccardo, wherein we 
are fairly entangled, I remember it, and I remember 
roo that when F read it, it put me in mind of a Re- 
mark, which a very great Man makes ſomewhere 
in his Writings, viz. That one is fometimes great- 
ly ſurprifed to find the weak things adduced by 
© the greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, to help out with 
& a beloved Hypotheſis. * The darling Hypothe- 
ſis of the Letter is, Ab/olute Silence is beſt in the pre- 
ſent. Ca/e ; but there is a ſtrange Reaſon adduced to 
ſupport this, and diſcredit partial Silence. (p. 32) 
In one Line we are told, that Silence of.any Part of 
the Law, is ſo ſtrong and ſignificant an Exception 
to that Part of the Law which is paſſed over in Si- 
Tence, that it is, upon the Matter, appriſing the Peo- 
ple, that their Governors have enacted weer 
(i. e. the Part which is huſh'd) wrong and une qual. 
This gives one a very formidable Idea of partial 
Silence, but the next Line gracioufly relieves one 
of the Terror, by telling us, that reading a Part, 
makes the paſſing the other Part over in Silence, 
ſtand juſt for nothing at all, or infers an Appro- 
© bation of the whole. It would be hard to re- 
cConcile theſe two Propofiticns, or infer any thing 
from them without a well eſtabliſh'd Maxim, and a 
| . | e 
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very well eftabliſh'd one is inſtantly apply d for tat 
urpole, exceptio confirmat regulam in non exceptis. 
But as well as this Maxim is eſtabliſh'd, it will ne- 
ver eſtabliſh his Doctrine, namely, That Silence is 
at the ſame time a moſt ſignificant Exception to a 
Rule, as the firſt Propoſition aſſerts, and is a moſt 
inſignificant Exception to a Rule, according to the 
ſecond Propofition ; which ſome may think a round 
, oo nr 7 
What then, faid I, ſhall one think of all the hard 
things I have heard ſaid of them who have read the 
whole Act, and them who have read but a Part of 
tit, by thoſe who have kept abſolute Silence, I am 
apt to think themſelves, tho* moſt noify and clamo- 
rous, more liable in all reſpe&s than ——— Here 
be interrupted me, looking angry, and with ſome 
Warmth ſaid, No perſonal Reflexions, Sir, if you 
1 I hope I have kept at the farther Diſtance 
from every thing of that kind, or whatever might 
give a bad Impreſſion of any Man, that has devia- 
ted from the Method I have taken, or that can in 
the leaſt be interpreted a Defign to rob thoſe eſpe- 
cially of their Plea for Indulgence and Safety from 
the Legiſlature, who have declined, for Conſcience 
Sake, to notify any Part of the Act, No! I deteſt 
and diſdain the Thought, a tender Conſcience, Im 
well petſuaded, is the belt Quality a Man can be 
mms; the ſtrongeſt 'Tye to all and fundry the 
uties of ſocial Life, and renders one moſt worthy 
of the Favour, Protection and Clemency of the Go- 
vernor; and who can doubt but they will meet with 
it in thoſe good Days, wherein our Legiſlature, on 
every Occaſion, diſcovers a generous Zeal to ſcreen 
tender Conſciences from Hardſhip and Violence? 
The Britiſh. Parliament are infinitely removed from 
laying Trains (the hard Fate of former Times) ft 
ES oe gon aan rome, 
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entangle the Subject in the horrid Choiee of either 


* 


wounding the Peace of his own Mind (Which a wiſe 


Law-giver calls a Trouble, of all other the hardeſt 


to bear) or underlying the moſt diſtreſſing Calamity 


in Life: But on the contrary, SVer tends a gra- 


cious Ear to the Complaints, and affords preſent Re- 


lief to the juſt Grievances that affect the ſpiritual or 


temporal State of the Subject, and holds Perſecution 
for Conſcience ſake execrable, that mercileſs En- 
gine cruelly adapted to extinguiſh a Senſe of Liber- 


ty, and baniſh Truth and Integrity from among 


Men, and only neceſſary to ſupport Violence and 


Popery, and ſpread Darkneſs, Slavery and Hypo- 
criſy over the Face of the whole Earth. All my 


Intention in what I have ſaid, was in Obedience to 
your Deſire, and for your Satisfaction, to point at 


ſome things that T thought wrong or wanting in 


the Letter, Sc. a Pamphlet done in a genteel Man- 
ner, and certainly in ſo far, with a good Deſign, as 


it pleads for the Indulgence and Clemency of the 
Government, in behalf of ſome, to my certain Know- 
ledge, of His Majeſty's beſt affected and moſt loyal 
Subjects; good Men, and uſeful Miniſters of the Go- 


ſpel, tho' they have, for want of better Light, de- 


clined to read any Part ofthe Act; and to add ſome- 


thing in behalf of thoſe, whoſe Conduct is little ta- 


ken notice of in the Pamphlet, and leſs in any other 


Pamphlet I have ſeen upon the Subject of the Act; 
and indeed this can only be look'd on as a Piece of 


common Juſtice, ſince where the Letter- writer tous 
ches upon their Conduct, he places it, I will not ſay 
in a deſignedly wrong, but not in the beſt Light it 
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(the piefent moſt Illuſtrious Duke of 4 gyles Grandfather) with 


ieſpect to the Teſt in 1681, in Charles II. his Time; and the o- 


ther Intercommuniags, Fines, &c. in his Reign, agd in the 


Beginning of his Brother's Fames VII. Burnet's Hit, Vol. I. 
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is capable of; but for Reflexions on any Man, I 


abhor it and ſincerely wiſh that, among us Clergy 
at leaſt, every thing may be baniſh'd that looks hike 
Stiffneſs, Narrownefs, or blind Attachment to our 
- own particular Way, without liftning to what others 
have to ſay for themſelves, and eſpecially, that on 
all hands, we may be duely aware of the Odicuſneſs 
of any Side's affecting to make a Monopoly to 
_ themſelves of Fairneſs, Honeſty, Er. and on that 
Account, of all Claims to Safety and Mercy, either 
at the Hand of our moſt Gracious God, or our wiſe 
and benign Legiſlature, while 'they proudly look 
down upon the Cafe of others, in Defiance of their own 
Fallibility, and the chriſtian Rule, with an unchari- 
table Mind, and contemptuous and unrelenting Eye. 
Fe ſaid a great deal more to this Purpoſe, which 
I cannot remember, but if what I have wrote from 
my Memory be of any Uſe to you, I ſhall think my 
ſelf enough rewarded for the little Trouble I have 
been at in this Matter, who wiſh you all well, and 
cannot therefore conclude, without diſcloſing to you. 
a very diſmal Apprehenſion that has hung heavy u- 
pon my Mind, and cauſed ſome ſerious minutes to 
me, ſince the Time I firſt heard of this Act, viz. leſt 
what the Government, I would fain hope, ſimply in- 
fended as a Mean of their own and the publick 
Peace and Safety, of diſcouraging Mobs, ſearching 
out and bringing Rioters to Juſtice, and terrifying 
others from adventuring on Precedents ſo manifeſtly 
ſubverſive' of all legal Government, ſhould by the 
CLERGY THEMSELVES be unhappily tur- 
ned into a violent and ſucceſsful Engine of breaking 
ou in pieces among your ſelves, of heightening old, 
dd creating new Diviſione, Heats, and other Evils, 
to the manifeſt weakening of the common Intereſt” 
of Religion, and giving a Handle to the profeſt E- 
nemies and Envyers of our happy W — 
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Church and State, of ſaying by way of Inſult and 
Triumph, Aba] we would have it thus: And there- 
- fore I heartily wiſh that Miniſters and others, who 
love the Church of Scotland and her Peace, may be 
much with God in Prayers and Tears, that he would 
direct the Miniſters, eſpecially in this critical Seaſon, 
and in his great Goodneſs prevent any fatal Effects 
to our Conſtitution ; of their cauſing, through In- 
attention, mere Sound of high Words, Warmth of 
Temper, Party-Zeal, private Diſguſts and Reſent- 
ments, poſting up one another to the Reſentment of 
the Government on the one hand, or the Fury of the | 
People on the other, ſtraining Conſequences from 
the Principles or Practices of one another in this 
Matter, which they declare on both ſides they do 
not ſee, or if they did, would abhor, and eſpecially 
thro? hatching and coining new Terms of Chriſtian 
Communion, that are not to be found in Chriſt's 
Royal Law, which only can be binding upcn his 
Subjects, I mean, the Goſpel-Revelation, and if I re= 
member right, I think I have heard this laſt called 
by ſome eminently good and wiſe Men, one of the 
moſt violent and Antichriſtian Uſurpations upon the 
Supreme Headſhip, Dominion and Authority of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ever was attempted or devi- 
ſed by Mortals; and yet, that ever ſince the Refor- 
mation, Proteſtant High- flyers of all Denominations 
have eagerly graſped at it, and ſhown an uncommon 
Loathneſs to forego and part with this mere Idol of 
Popery and Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, tho* I cannot al- 
low myſelf to think any of our Clergy will be knows. 
ingly guilty. in this Particular. Pleaſe, Sir, excuſe _ 
my Freedom, who, you ſee, am ſo weak, that I can. 
conceal nothing, from you, which is owing to the 
Very particular Regard and Eſteem Where with I am, 
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